
 

TMX 
THEATER MANAGEMENT EXPLORATION 

TMX - COSTUME DESIGN MODULE 

MODULE OUTCOMES:   

At the completion of this module students will: 
1. be more equipped to manage aspects of costuming for high school and collegiate 

level theatrical productions. 
2. have an understanding of potential careers in costume design and how to prepare 

academically for pursuing such careers. 
 

MODULE OVERVIEW :   

Your school drama club just announced the spring show.  Taylor hears classmates talking 
about what part that they want to audition for, becoming a part of the stage crew, playing in 
the pit band – but he isn’t interested in auditioning because he is most interested in helping 
to create costume designs – especially for this show.   
 
What show would make you excited to help with costumes?  Where would you start in 
creating a costume plan?  How would you find out what your drama club’s budget is for 
costumes…and how would you stay in it?  And who will do all of the sewing and creating?   
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:  

In this module, you will learn to: 

 
 construct a costume plan that will accommodate the cast and the budget of a show 

of their choosing. 
 prepare a plan for the costume shop that will allow for all sewing and costuming to 

accommodate the cast and budget. 
 make contact with others who help with costuming to identify potential volunteer or 

career opportunities.   

 

 



 

 

COSTUME MODULE CHECKLIST 

 WATCH Intro for the week 
 CONNECT: What do you know, what would you like to know?  
 READ, WATCH & Concept Check : Readings, videos, instructor material and concept 

check 
 DISCUSS: Your ideas about getting involved in costume production  
 CREATE: A costuming plan for a show (group project) 

 

WATCH INTRO: 

Welcome and walkthrough for the week from module instructor. 

  

CONNECT: 

Think of a theatrical production that you have been 
involved in.  When you think of the costumes and those 
involved in creating the costume designs, what comes to 
mind?   

Complete initial response by 
Wednesday at 11:59 PM EST 
and a response to at least one 
classmate by Sunday at 11:59 
PM EST  

READINGS & RESOURCES 

Read: Technical Theater for Nontechnical People – Chapter 7 & 8 (pages 129-146) 

Watch 3 of the following (your choice):  

 King and I Costume Change  

 Costume Designer Sandy Powell Interview - Cinderella  

 Working In The Theatre: Costumes 

 Designing Broadway: Follies Costume Designer Gregg Barnes 

 Behind the Scenes: How to Succeed Costume Designer Catherine Zuber 

 Julie Taymor Talks About The Costume Design For The Lion King Broadway Musical  

 On The Twentieth Century - William Ivey Long's Costume Design  

 DRAMA 101, INTRODUCTION TO THEATRE, MODULE 3 - Costume Designer -  

 WICKED Costumes: Design/Build  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G4OcqWxsKL0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nd0-Ht8Ras
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xZglYQSJ3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Re6gHt-PWR0
http://www.broadway.com/videos/153621/behind-the-scenes-how-to-succeed-costume-designer-catherine-zuber/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mq_haDWFcBM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t6PctjOxj_g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXNSfoSD9Cw


 

WARM-UP   

Take a moment to scan through this module materials, 
including thumbing through the readings.  In roughly 100 
words explain what you are most excited to learn about 
during this topic.  Do you see any concepts that are brand 
new to you or is this material very familiar?  Is there 
anything that you wish we were covering that is not in this 
module but is relevant to the topic? 

 

Reply (optional) to group 
Forum. 

LECTURE MATERIAL 
 

Instructor’s Perspective: 
Slides showcasing an approach to planning and 
those who have chosen a career/sideline in 
costuming. 

 

Concept Checks & Feedback:  

a. True or False – Of the many options 
available for costuming your actors, pulling 
costumes from your costume rack gives the 
most flexibility. 

i. True – Correct - you don’t have to 
buy the costumes that are already in 
supply, and they can be transformed 
(cut, fit, and amended any way that 
you want).  A good supply of 
costumes in storage will save your 
budget for renting/buying a few 
special pieces. 

ii. False – The answer is True.  Pulling 
costumes refers taking costumes out 
of drama club’s stock from past 
productions/donated items. The 
primary advantages are that there is 
no cost and the costume can be 
modified if required without any 
hesitation. There really are no 
disadvantages to pulling except that 
using stock costumes may require 
some artistic compromises.   

 

Complete by Sunday  at 11:59 
PM EST 



 

b. Given the following list of tasks done by the 
costumer, which one task should you do 
first? 

i. Take measurements of your actors – 
This is a good idea to do early on in 
production but not the first priority.  
First you will need to know what 
roles you are costuming, and what 
period and style you will be 
costuming.  Which item on the list 
will give you that information? 

ii. Purchase costumes for the lead 
actors – Before you purchase 
anything, it is good to have a clear 
understanding of what roles there 
are, how many of each role, what 
the period is, and how you will do it 
all with your limited budget.  What 
might you do to get this sense? 

iii. Read the script – correct!  Before you 
invest any time or money in 
costumes it is important to have a 
clear idea of all of the roles, extras, 
costumes, the period…etc.  

READING REFLECTION   

After you have completed the assigned reading create a 
brief, 200 word summary in your Reflections Journal. This 
will give you an opportunity to think deeply about the 
assigned course readings and media, and make 
connections with the work you are doing on your project.  

Some suggestions to help you get started with your 
journal might be to answer one of the following questions: 

 What was your greatest piece of new learning that 
you gained from the readings and resources this 
week? 

 What was the thing that you still don't quite 
understand? 

 What connections can you make between the 
reading and your groups project plans? 
 

Post your reading reflection to 
the journal section by Sunday 
at 11:59 PM EST 



 

You do not need to answer each of these questions, but 
they can provide a starting point for your summary. 
Submitting your Reflections Journal each week will 
contribute to your final grade. Please note: This reading 
reflection is private, and only shared between you and 
your instructor. 

           See rubric for reading reflection. 

ASSIGNMENT: (ACTION REQUIRED BY ALL TEAM MEMBERS; SUBMITTED BY 

THE TEAM’S DESIGNER)  DEVELOP A COSTUME PLAN FOR A SHOW OF 
YOUR CHOICE  

Directions:  

Part 1: Costumer creates draft/teammates provide 
feedback. 

1. Show.  Pick a show that you would like to prepare a 
costume plan for.   

2. Show costume description.  Write up a 200 word 
description that includes the play title and genre.  
Describe each of the main characters. 

3. Costume Plan.  Research what the main characters 
would wear during this period.  Costume design – 
search for possible costume options – by internet 
or other options.  Create a one page design sheet 
that has costume ideas for each major character.   

Part 2: Costumer to make edits to plans based on 
feedback.  In finalizing the plan include roughly 100 word 
on each of the following. 

4. Budget.  If your budget was = $1,500-$2,000 for all 
costumes and materials, how would you spend 
it?  Compare wants and needs for costuming – 
make adjustments based on costume needs in 
script.  What will you rent? Buy? Sew? Borrow?  A 
specific budget is not necessary but draft plan of 
priorities.   

5. Work Team.  Create a plan for costume 
“department”.  Who do you have to help you?  How 
many will you need?  Write a 200 word summary 

 

Costumer (only) to draft 
response to items 1,2 & 3 and 
post in discussion forum by 
Friday at 11:59 PM EST 

Teammates must respond to at 
least one plan with feedback in 
the forum by following Sunday 
11:59 PM EST 

Costumer (only) to finalize/ 
submit one costuming plan for 
team by following Sunday at 
11:59 PM EST Final Costume 
Plan must be uploaded to the 
assignment section.  Word 
document or PDF suggested.   

 

 



 

that describes how you will make it all come 
together. 

See rubric for costume plan. 

LOOKING  AHEAD:  

Without acting and directing there would not be a show, would there?  In the next module 
you will dive in to see what goes in behind the scenes to support budding actors/actresses 
and directors.   

 


